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Indian Highway Safety Program
(IHSP) Mission Statement:

“To Reduce the number and 
severity of traffic crashes in Indian 
Country by supporting education, 
enforcement, and engineering, as 
well as safe tribal community 
programs.”



Indian Highway Safety Program 
Vision:

To create a safe tribal 
community environment 
where roadways in Indian 
Country are safe for all



A Little About IHSP 
• Located in Albuquerque, New Mexico
• Housed within Department of Interior 

Office of Justice Services
• Included in the National Highway 

Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
Region 6

• The Indian Highway Safety Program is 
responsible for providing services to 
federally recognized Native 
American/Alaskan Tribes in the United 
States



IHSP Staff

• IHSP consist of:

o Director

o Program Analysts (2):

o Coordinator

o Finance

o Program Specialist (Vacant)

o Law Enforcement Assistants 



Fatal Analysis Reporting System 
(FARS)

Categories

Year

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Total 

2017-

2021
1. Total 

Traffic 

Fatalities

a. All Native 

American Fatalities
717 604 541 557 688 3,107

b. Native American 

Fatalities on 

Reservations
230 174 133 122 188 827

c. All fatalities on 

reservation 394 377 313 295 370 1,740

Native American Fatalities

https://cdan.dot.gov/NA_report/NA_Report.htm
https://cdan.dot.gov/NA_report/NA_Report.htm
https://cdan.dot.gov/NA_report/NA_Report.htm


Identified Need

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration  -
Fatal Analyst Reporting System (FARS) 2017-2021 -

Native American Fatalities

Native Americans die in motor vehicle crashes at 
higher rates than any other race or ethnicity

Category 2017-2021

Driver BAC 0.08+ 1,246 40%

Unrestrained 
Occupants

1,958 63%



Indian Highway Safety Program 
Grant Opportunities

• Police Traffic Services Grants
o Straight Time Law Enforcement
o Overtime Law Enforcement
o Highway Safety Specialist

• Occupant Protection
o Car Seat Distribution Grant

• Mini Traffic Grants
o Lifesavers Conference
o GHSA Conference
o BIA IHSP Tribal Grant Opportunities



Police Traffic Services Grant

• 2,080 Activity Hours 
for Officers

• Overtime Salary
• Fringe Benefits
• Mileage/ GSA Lease
• Travel Training
• Media/Billboard Rental
• Indirect Cost 
• Traffic Equipment
• Software

• Overtime Salary
• Fringe Benefits
• Mileage/ GSA 

Lease
• Travel Training
• Media/Billboard 

Rental
• Indirect Cost
• Traffic Equipment
• Software

• Straight Time Grant • Overtime Grant



Police Traffic Services Grants

• Awarded to Tribal Police 
Departments

• Focus on

o Impaired Driving

o Speed Enforcement & Other 
Traffic Enforcement/Safety 
Activities

o Occupant Protection



Police Traffic Services 
Grant Application

• Applications are required

o must include:

• Population (Tribal 
Enrollment)

• Road Miles

• Land Base



Police Traffic Services Grants

• Require officers 
to maintain daily 
logs to account 
for 100% of their 
time

• Performance 
Based Grant



Mobilizations

• Don’t Shatter the Dream

o December - January

• Click It or Ticket

o May - June

• Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over

o August - September



Highway Safety Specialist Grant

• Full-time entry-level position
• Duties:

o Coordinate traffic safety measures on the 
reservation

o Responsible for establishing and conducting Traffic 
related activities such as:
o Identifying, collecting, analyzing, and presenting traffic 

safety data
o Incorporating data into tribal statistic planning, 

programming, and implementation
o Organizing groups, events, and activities to increase 

community awareness of traffic safety related issues



Occupant Protection Grants 
Child Protection Seats (CPS)

• Child Protection Seat Grants 
award funds for:
o Car seats distributions

o Educational brochures

o Equipment/Supplies

o Travel & Training

o CPS Technician Personnel if 
needed



Impaired Driving Court Grant

• Tribes may apply for this grant by 
submitting a proposal for assistance in 
establishing or expanding DUI court 
programs

• Funding may include:

o DUI court training and eligible 
expenses for DUI court team

o Part time salary for:

• Court Clerk

• Probation Officer



Impaired Driving Court Grant

• High level of documentation 
on monitoring is required by 
the program administrator

• Some equipment and 
monitoring costs are available

This grant program is currently 
being reviewed and updated



BAT Mobile

• Blood Alcohol Testing 
Vehicles

• BAT Mobiles assist in 
reducing alcohol related 
motor vehicle crash injuries 
and fatalities within the 
participating tribes



BAT Mobiles (Grant Funded)

• IHSP Grant Funded BAT Mobiles

o White Earth Nation (Minnesota)

o Oglala Sioux Tribe (Pine Ridge, SD)

• All operating expenses are paid 
with the Indian Highway Safety 
grant fund for tribes who have 
been awarded BAT Mobiles



BAT Mobile



BAT Mobile DUI Mobilization 



Community Presentations



Media: Traffic Messages
• Grant funded 

tribes create 
their own 
traffic safety 
messages:

o Tribal News 
Paper

o Billboards 
(rentals)

o Radio Skits



Mandatory Awareness

All Indian 
Highway Safety 
Grantees are 
required to 
participate in 
Heat Stroke 
messaging in 
their community



Questions?

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Office of Justice Services
Indian Highway Safety Program
(505)563-3139


